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took from me, so now we are even and have ship
for ship ; for this one I will not surrender. If
you wish to be friends, I am willing to be so ;
if not, I will fight you and take all the ships
I can."

One pirate ship was reported to have chased
two Cong ships, capturing one and forcing the
other ashore, where it became a total wreck.
66 What influence this may have on the Rt. Hon.
Company's affairs, God alone knows," wrote the
Surat President, mournfully. Soon he was in
better spirits. The same pirates had landed and
plundered Cong; but, allowing themselves to be
surprised, fifty-six of the crew had been set upon
and killed.

"With few exceptions, the English pirates came
from the American colonies. Every year, from
New York, Boston, Jamaica, and the Bahamas,
ships were fitted out, nominally for the slave trade,
though it was no secret that they were intended
for piracy in the Eastern seas. Whatever com-
punction might vbe felt at attacking European
ships, there was none about plundering Asiatic
merchants, where great booty was to be gained
with little risk. Sometimes the Governors were